
 

 

The link between transparency and traceability  

of chemical information in plastic materials and products 

 

To make informed decisions for all life stages of plastics, disclosure of chemical identity in plastics must 
go hand in hand with the traceability of this information in individual materials and products. Both are 
necessary preconditions to achieve a toxics-free circular plastics economy and resource efficiency.  

To ensure the efficient implementation of an article on transparency and traceability of chemicals in the 
Plastic Treaty, it is essential to set up control measures and means of implementation, including a global 
database containing data about chemicals in individual materials and products to facilitate informed 
decision-making for all life stages of plastic and for all stakeholders in the value chain.  

Individual materials or products need to be labelled using a data carrier, for example, a digital label with a 
numerical identifier for a unique entry in the global database from where disclosed chemical composition 
data for the respective materials and products is retrieved.  
 
There are real-life examples of similar traceability systems that we can draw experiences from. However, 
we do not need to understand precisely now what system for data carriers we need. Instead, this can be a 
task for an expert group set up while we wait for the treaty to be ratified or in connection with a future 
COP. For now, we should secure language in the treaty, Article 13, to allow us to formulate later and 
decide how the transparency and traceability systems should look. 
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