
Plastic materials contain thousands of hazardous substances. Toxic chemicals, included on purpose 
as additives or as unintentional contaminants, cause harm to human health and the environment, 
undermine recycling operations and circular economy, and contaminate the entire value chain. 

To address this problem, all stakeholders need publicly available information about toxic ingre-
dients in plastic materials and products throughout the lifecycle. Transparency of information has 
the potential to unlock national, regional, and global measures to control and reduce harmful sub-
stances. It will also support countries, especially developing countries and countries with econo-
mies in transition, in their efforts to apply national measures, such as production and import cont-
rol, surveillance, and regulation, to reduce pollution. 

Being the main source of information, plastic manufacturers should be obliged to make informa-
tion about the chemicals they use for production and in plastic materials transparent. This will help 
them improve sustainability, become responsible, and gain trust and recognition for their efforts. 
Companies along the value chain, and especially downstream users, will know about the ingre-
dients of the articles or products they use and produce, including the recyclates they apply. 
Recyclers will be able to handle waste responsibly and avoid producing contaminated secondary 
raw materials used for new products. Consumers will be able to access their right to know and make 
informed decisions while purchasing and disposing of plastic products. 

Transparency of chemicals in plastics is a win-win situation for everyone: policymakers, consumers, 
businesses, recyclers, and the environment. Only with this precondition fulfilled, a safe and non-to-
xic circular economy is possible. 

To achieve its goals, the Plastic Treaty must include ambitious, binding and harmonized require-
ments for transparency of information on chemicals in plastics. 

We are calling on governments to:
•	 Include ambitious, binding and harmonized requirements for transparency of informa-

tion on chemicals used in plastic production and in plastic materials and products in the 
text of the Plastic Treaty

•	 Apply the right to know principle along the whole plastic lifecycle and make the informa-
tion publicly available to everyone everywhere 

For more information about transparency measures on chemical ingredients of plastic see the paper: 
https://hej-support.org/global-plastics-treaty-transparency-requirement-for-chemical-constitu-
ents-in-plastic-is-a-must/
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